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THE SOCIETY FOR ANIMALS IN DISTRESS 
Welfare Organization Reg. No.  W026 

Fund Raising No.  01 1003260001 
 
 

CONSTITUTION 
 
1. NAME 

 
The name of the Society is “THE SOCIETY FOR ANIMALS IN DISTRESS”. 

 
2. OBJECTIVES 
 

The Society’s objectives are as follows: 
a) To promote and supervise the welfare, care and protection of animals belonging to or in 

the possession of disadvantaged persons, and to inculcate in these persons a 
knowledge and understanding of the proper care and treatment of their animals. 

b) To provide treatment to sick or injured animals, either free or at a charge determined by 
the Society at its sole discretion. 

c) To destroy or cause to be destroyed humanely such animals that are beyond treatment 
or are suffering from starvation or neglect. 

d) To promote, foster and encourage the observance of the provisions of the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act 1914 (Act 1914 No. 8), or of any subsisting statutory modification 
or amendment thereof. 

 
3. AREA OF OPERATION 
 

The area of operation shall be, but not restricted to, that currently known as Gauteng. 
 
4. MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Society shall consist of persons who have already been enrolled as members and who 
are in good standing and such persons as may hereafter be elected as members.  Any 
person who in the opinion of the Committee is fit and proper shall be eligible for 
membership. 

 
5. CATEGORIES OF MEMBERS 
 

The membership of the Society shall be divided into the following categories: 
 
a) Junior Members. These shall comprise Ordinary Members under the age of 18 

years, and they shall not be eligible to vote at Annual General Meetings or to be elected 
onto the Committee. 

 
b) Ordinary Members. These shall comprise such persons who are hereafter duly 

elected as Ordinary Members. 
 

c) Honorary Members. The Committee may from time to time at its sole discretion 
admit as Honorary Members, either for a period of time or for Life, such persons who 
have served the Society for a considerable period, or in some meritorious manner, or 
who have promoted and assisted in the furtherance of the Society’s objectives, or who 
have performed such acts and services as in the opinion of the Committee merit the 
bestowal of Honorary Membership. 

 
d) Life Members. The Committee may at its sole discretion admit as Life Members 

persons approved of by the Committee upon payment by him/her of such sums as may 
from time to time be fixed by the Committee. 
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The application by the candidate for membership of the Society shall be deemed as 
acknowledgement that if elected to membership he/she will be bound by this Constitution 
and the bylaws thereunder framed. 

 
6. SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

The subscriptions for membership of the Society shall be: 
 
a) In the case of Ordinary Members and Junior Members the Committee shall be 

empowered to increase or reduce the current rate of the said subscription from time to 
time, provided that any member elected after 30 June of each year shall for the 
remainder of that calendar year be required to pay only one-half of the current annual 
subscription. The annual subscription shall be payable by not later than the 31st day of 
January of each year, except in the case of newly elected members whose subscription 
for the current calendar year shall be payable on election. 
 
Should an Ordinary Member’s or Junior Member’s subscriptions remain unpaid for a 
period of two months after due date the Committee may in its sole discretion suspend 
such member from membership until the subscription is paid.  If by the 31st day of 
December in any year an Ordinary Member or Junior Member has failed to pay his or 
her subscription for that year his or her membership shall ipso facto cease.  The 
Committee shall be entitled, at its sole discretion, to reinstate the membership of any 
defaulting member upon such terms and conditions as the Committee may deem fit.  
The Committee shall further be entitled, for any reason which it considers sufficient, to 
condone the delay in payment of subscriptions. 

b) In the case of Honorary Members, whether elected for a period of time or life, NIL. 
c) In the case of Life Members such a sum as may from time to time be fixed by the 

Committee, payable upon election of Life Membership, where after the Life Member 
shall be absolved from the payment of any further subscriptions. 

 
7. MANAGEMENT 
 

a) The Management of the Society shall be vested in a Committee of not less than SEVEN 
(7) nor more than FIFTEEN (15) Members, but the Society may from time to time by a 
75% majority vote in a General Meeting increase this number.  The Committee shall be 
elected each year at the Annual General Meeting and it shall continue in office until the 
Annual General Meeting in the succeeding year when the whole Committee shall retire, 
but the members thereof shall be eligible for re-election.  Any casual vacancy occurring 
in the Committee may be filled by the Committee from members of the Society in good 
standing. 

b) No paid employee of the Society shall be entitled to vote on any issues which relate to 
Conditions of Employment and may be required to absent themselves during such 
discussions. 

 
8. POWERS OF THE COMMITTEE 
 

The Committee shall be empowered, subject to the provisions of this Constitution and the 
bylaws in force from time to time: 
 
a) To exercise for and on behalf of the Society and to control and manage the business 

affairs of the Society, and to appoint Honorary or paid Officers of the Society, for such 
periods or period and on such terms and conditions as the Committee may deem fit. 

b) To frame bye-laws for the Society’s activities and the conduct of its affairs, and from 
time to time at the Committee’s discretion to respect, amend, vary, alter or add to any 
bye-law. 

c) The Committee may delegate any of its powers to a sub-committee consisting of such 
members of the Society as it may deem fit; any sub-committee so formed shall in the  

d) exercise of the powers so delegated conform to any regulations that may be imposed 
on it by the Committee. 

e) To acquire by purchase, donation or otherwise and to maintain any appropriate or 
necessary lands, buildings or property, movable or immovable, and where so ever 
situate. 
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f) To accept any donation, gift, endowment or bequest made to or for the Society and to 

carry any trust or condition attaching to any such donation, gift, endowment or bequest. 
g) To sell, improve, manage, develop, exchange, lease or dispose of, turn to account or 

otherwise deal with all or any part of the property of the Society, and in particular to 
build and establish, or cause to be built and established, buildings, clinics, stables, 
kennels, catteries, byres, sheds and paddocks. 

h) To borrow or raise money on mortgage or otherwise and to secure the repayment 
thereof. 

i) To invest and deal with monies of the Society. 
j) To draw, make, accept, endorse, execute and issue cheques, Promissory notes, Bills of 

Exchange or other negotiable or transferable instruments. 
k) To deal with all other lawful matters as are incidental or conducive to the attainment of 

the above, or any of them. 
 
9. PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 
 

The Committee shall meet once in each calendar month, or at longer or shorter intervals as 
it may deem necessary, for the dispatch of business. 
 
At the first meeting of the Committee after the Annual General Meeting of each year the 
Committee shall elect from its members a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, each of whom 
shall hold office as such until the next Annual General Meeting.  The Chairman, or in his 
absence the Vice Chairman, shall preside at all meetings of the Committee, but if at any 
meeting the Chairman and Vice Chairman are not present within ten minutes after the time 
appointed for holding same the members present may choose one of their number to be 
Chairman for the meeting.  The Chairman at any meeting of the Committee shall, in the 
case of an equality of votes, be entitled to a second or casting vote in addition to his 
liberative vote.  Until otherwise determined by the Committee the quorum necessary for the 
transaction of business of the Committee shall be three. 
 
Any member of the Committee absent from three consecutive meetings without special 
leave of absence granted by the Committee shall ipso facto vacate Committee membership, 
being deemed to have given tacit resignation of such.  The Committee shall be entitled, in 
its sole discretion, to re-instate Committee membership upon such terms and conditions as 
it may impose. 

 
10. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 
 

The Annual General Meeting of members of the Society, of which the Secretary shall give at 
least twenty-one (21) days written notice, shall be held once in each calendar year but not 
later than fifteen (15) months after the date of the preceding Annual General Meeting.  The 
business of the Annual General Meeting shall be: 
 
a) To read the notice convening the meeting. 
b) To approve the minutes of the preceding Annual General Meeting. 
c) To consider the Treasurer’s Report. 
d) To consider the Chairman’s Report. 
e) To elect a Committee for the ensuing year. 
f) To elect auditors. 
g) To consider any special business of which prior notice has been given in writing to the 

Committee Secretary. 
 

Members shall be entitled to bring friends to the Annual General Meeting.  Such visitors 
may take part in the discussion of any business but they shall not have any power to vote. 

 
11. SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS 
 

The Committee may at any time, and shall on receipt by it of the requisition signed by not 
less than ten (10) members in good standing, convene a Special General Meeting of the 
Society.  Fourteen- (14) clear days’ notice of such Special General Meeting shall be given 
to all members specifying the business to be discussed thereat. 
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12. QUORUM AT GENERAL MEETINGS 
 

No business shall be transacted at the Annual General Meeting, or at a Special General 
Meeting, unless a quorum of members is present at the time when the meeting proceeds to 
business. Save as herein otherwise provided ten (10) members personally present shall be 
a quorum. 
If within half an hour from the time appointed for the meeting a quorum is not present the 
meeting, if convened upon a requisition of members, shall be dissolved.  In any other case it 
shall stand adjourned to the same day of the next week at the same time, or if that day be a 
public holiday, to the next succeeding day other than a public holiday.  If at such adjourned 
meeting a quorum is not present within fifteen (15) minutes from the time appointed for the 
meeting the members present shall be a quorum. 

 
13. VOTING AT GENERAL MEETINGS 
 

On a show of hands every member present in person and in good standing shall have one 
vote.  On a poll every member present in person or by proxy shall have one vote. 
The instrument appointing a proxy shall be in writing under the hand of the appointee, but 
no person shall act as proxy unless he/she is entitled on his/her own behalf to be present 
and vote.  The instrument appointing a proxy shall be lodged with the Secretary prior to the 
commencement of the meeting. 
Questions arising at the meeting shall be determined by a majority of votes.  In the case of 
an equality of votes, whether on a show of hands or on a poll, the Chairman of the meeting 
shall be entitled to a second or casting vote. 

 
14. MINUTES 
 

The Committee shall cause minutes to be made in books provided for the purposes: 
a) Of all appointments of Officers made by the Committee. 
b) Of the names of the members of the Committee present at each meeting of the 

Committee. 
c) Of all resolutions and proceedings at all meetings of the Society and at all meetings of 

the Committee. 
 
15. VENUE OF MEETINGS 
 

Meetings of the Committee and of the Society shall be held at such a place as may from 
time to time be decided by the Committee.  In the case of Committee meetings reasonable 
notice thereof shall be given to each member of the Committee. 

 
16. BANK ACCOUNT 
 

A bank account shall be opened in the name of the Society with a registered commercial 
bank and all monies received by the Society shall be deposited to its credit in the said 
account.  All payments other than petty cash shall be operated on the bank account by any 
two signatories authorised by the Committee. 
 
The financial year-end shall be 31st March each year. 

 
 
17. ASSETS 
 

All the movable and immovable assets of the Society shall be vested in Trustees, being the 
Chairman and any other independent person or persons so elected by the Committee, or in 
the absence of any of them such other members of the Committee as may be decided by 
the Committee.  The Trustees shall stand possessed of the property of the Society and shall 
apply and dispose of the same in the furtherance of the Society’s objectives in such a 
manner, as the Committee shall in conformity with Constitution direct. 
 
All actions or suits of law brought by or against the Society shall be in the name of the 
Trustees thereof. 
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No contributions shall be raised by the Society for any purpose not set forth in the 
Constitution approved by the National Welfare Board, and no money or property of the 
Society shall be applied to any other purposes without the approval of the Board. 

 
18 BORROWING POWERS 
 

The Committee may in its discretion from time to time raise or borrow from the members or 
other persons any sum or sums of money for the purpose of the Society, and may raise or 
secure the repayment of any monies borrowed in such manner and upon such terms and 
conditions as it may deem fit. 

 
19.  ALTERATION TO CONSTITUTION 
 

This Constitution shall not be altered, amended or modified except at the Annual General 
Meeting or at a Special General Meeting convened for that purpose, and then only by a two-
thirds majority of Ordinary and/or Life Members in good standing present or represented at 
the said meeting. 

 
20. DISSOLUTION CLAUSE 
 

a) The Society may be dissolved if at least two-thirds of the members present and voting 
at a General Meeting of members convened for the purpose of considering such a 
matter are in favour of dissolution.  Not less than twenty-one (21) days notice shall be 
given of such meeting and the notice convening the meeting shall clearly state that the 
question of dissolution of the Society and disposal of its assets will be considered.  If 
there is no quorum of such a General Meeting, the meeting shall stand adjourned for 
not less than one week and the members attending such adjourned meeting shall 
constitute a quorum. 

b) If upon dissolution of the Society there remain any assets whatsoever after the 
satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities, such assets shall not be paid or distributed 
among its members but shall be given to such registered Welfare Organisation or 
Welfare Organisations, preferably having similar objectives, as may be decided either 
by the members at the General Meeting at which it is decided to dissolve the Society or, 
in default of such decision, as may be decided by the National Welfare Organisation or 
it’s successor from time to time. 

 
21. GENERAL 
 

In the case of doubt as to the meaning or interpretation of any of the provisions of this 
Constitution or of the byelaws framed thereunder the Committee shall be the final arbiter 
and its decision shall be binding upon the Society and its members. 
 
 

 
This constitution was established in 1999 and was signed in Midrand on the 1st of  
 
October 2020.  
 
 
 
 
 
_______________           ______________       ______________    __________________      
Jesse Doorasamy            Andrew Fairlie            Sharon Banner        Elizabeth Van Straaten 
Chairman                         Treasurer                    Secretary                 Member 


